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Shinran Shonin
(1173 - 1265)

“To hear the Primal Vow
indicates the heart
that entrusts to Amida.”

Notes on Once-Calling and Many-Caliing)
Ichinen tanen mon’
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Dharma Words &0
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The 8th Commemoration of

the Great East Japan

- Earthquake and Tsunami of
. 201...
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* Mr Hisashi Kato — Mr Shimon Kato’ s funeral
* Rev Mark Healsmith — Membership contribution
* Ms Tsuna & Nao Hisada — Special Donation

* Ms Kaori Higashi —
* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donations

* JCS Printing Honorarium (Jan & Feb /2018)
* Buddhist Council of NSW — Chaplain subsidy

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Expression of Dana/Gratitude

CO—+4 BET, FEDFIRKIDH#EET 1,960.00 FILDCEEZE SEMVNEIEEX UL, BDE DS CSVFH UL,
ORIV BHE LU TSEEXDEBUTRNTROE UL, COBPHISARREFHII

In the past month, donations to the amount of 1,960.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.

HBMA have also deposited $10.00 to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building Fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to ex—

press our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Ms Hitomi Howard — Membership (One year) & Shotsuki Donation
Oversea supporter membership (One year)

* Rev Watanabe — Grandmother’ s Shotsuki contribution

Thank you very much in Gassho
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HBMA NSWS

Canberra visitation

Please join the 8th Commemoration of the Great

East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami of 2011
@ Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts 4 - 8 pm 11 Mar 2019
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The 8th Commemoration of
the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami of
201...

On 11 March, we once again commemorate all the
deceased of the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami of 2011 and support people who are
still suffering in the effected area.

This year, we'll have this commemorative event
in the heart of Sydney
CBD, 280 Pitt Street,
at Sydney Mechanics’
School of Arts.
The event will be 1 Hig
starting at 4pm and {8 |
Rev Watanabe will be
leading one minutes
silent meditation at
4:46pm (2:46 pm Ja- 2018 event at Crows Nest
pan time). The event . .

will be followed by a
couple of film screen-
ing, one is “MARCH”
and the other is “Life
Goes On”. Both mov-
ies are very touching
story, so please join
in!
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Film “Life Goes Go”.
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Let us join the biggest volunteer event,
Clean Up Australia Day on 3 March

Ko

srvon 4

Clean up Australia Day 2018 at Lane Cove National Park

~ Japanese community members get
"4 (/. together and clean up the Lane Cove
National Park on 3 March from 9:30
@ -11:30, followed by BBQ picnic!
v Please join in! to this biggest volun-
teer event in Australia!

Cowra

7 = Council

Cowra
Festival

of International
Understanding

GUEST NATION — JAPAN
15-17 March 2019

J
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¥
Festival of
International Understanding
will be held in Cowra  15-17 March 2019

This is a very unique celebration of peace, friend-
ship and diversity to be held from 15 to 17 March
2019. ’ ) - S
Japan is the 2019
guest nation for
this unique three R&
-day event. Many | ¢
Japanese com- |
munity group g8
members will be”
joining this once

& -

Last year’s guest country was Nepal.

in a lifetime gy
event in  the gl
world famous |ge

“Town of Peace”.

Actually JapanP
hosted in 1966
and this is the
2nd time as this
year. Since Japan
and Cowra has a long history since the World
War II. As this year makes 75th Anniversary
year of Cowra Breakout, there is a meaning for
Japan to host for this year’s event.

Nepal community members’ parade 2018.

The main event for this weekend will be the
street parade on Saturday. Many Japanese peo-
ple, people who wear Japanese traditional Ki-
mono, Yukata or Happi will be marching on the
street of Cowra on that day! Which will be fol-
lowed by stage performances.

Japanese Society of Sydney is or-
ganizing a bus tour for the week-
end so if you wish to join this
commemorative event, please
join in!

4

9




Dharma message

Rev John’s Dharma message

In the Embrace of Amida Buddha

Shinran, the founder of the
Jodo Shin school of Pure
Land Buddhism, was acutely
aware of the pitfalls and per-
ils that the untamed ego
poses for each individual. In
his Hymns on the Dharma-
Ages, he writes:

Shinran Shonin

(1173-1263)

Ignorance and blind
passions abound,
Pervading everywhere like innumerable
particles of dust

Desire and hatred arising out of conflict
and accord

Are like high peaks and mountain ridges
Sentient beings' wrong views grow ram-
pant,

Becoming like thickets and forests, bram-
bles and thorns;

Filled with suspicion, they slander those
who follow the nembutsu,

While the use of violence and poison of an-
ger spread widely.

We need not look very far in our world to see
countless examples of humanity's ever-darkening
descent into madness, cruelty, greed and despair.
Just watching half an hour of news every night
suffices to convince us of the depths of depravity
to which our lives can sink when they remain
unilluminated by the Buddha’s wisdom. When
confronted by so much unhappiness, fear and un-
certainty, one may very well ask: “Can I be cer-
tain of anything in the world? On what can one
truly depend in this life of endless vicissitudes?”

Shinran's answer was to exhort people to seek
refuge in Amida, the Buddha of Infinite Light, in
whom true liberation is to be found. In his
Hymns on the Pure Land, he says:

The light of purity is without compare
When a person encounters this light
All bonds of karma fall away

So take refuge in Amida, the ultimate
shelter.

The radiance of enlightenment, in
its brilliance, transcends all limits;
Thus Amida is called 'Buddha of
the Light of Purity'.

Once illumined by this light,

We are free of karmic defilements
and attain emancipation.

Amida Buddha is the source
of our ultimate happiness and
His Land of Utmost Bliss is
the true home to which we
long to return after we leave
this world. Being none other
than Nirvana, the Buddha's
realm is one of peace, joy and
unutterable bliss. It tran-
scends this world of grief yet
also permeates it—through to
its very core—grasping it and
all its imperfections in an em-
brace that is unconditional.
All we need do is to open our-
selves to the ever-present
working of Amida in our hearts and accept the
liberation he offers from the nightmares created
by our ego-centric drives and appetites which are
never satisfied, however hard we may try to ful-
fill them. Shinran's message may seem stern and
uncompromising at first but he is merely describ-
ing the world as he sees it; with wisdom and full
objectivity.

Amida Buddha

In the end, His message is
one of great joy which accom-
panies the certain knowledge
that the Buddha, with incon-
ceivable compassion, accepts
us as we are and assures us
of His transforming illumi-
nation and grace throughout
our voyage into Eternal Life.

Rev John Paraskevopoulos

In Gassho,
Rev. John Paraskevopoulos




(From page 1)

truth of they
Dharma, and in}
the practice o
the Dharma. Hef§
who sees merely
my body does not
truly see me.
Only he who ac-
cepts my teach-
Ing truly sees

me.”
“After my deatb, The Parinirvana of the Buddha. Gandhara

the Dharma shall 2:3rd Century

be your teacher. Follow the Dharma and you will be
true to me.”

“During the last forty-five years of my life, I have
withheld nothing from my teachings. There is no
secret teaching, no hidden meaning; everything has
been taught openly and clearly. My dear disciples,
this is the end. In a moment, I shall be passing into
Nirvana. This is my instruction.”

Sakyamuni Buddha was 80 years of age but still
kept preaching to the people until his last moment.
Ananda was usually only a disciple who was look-
ing after Sakyamuni during His journey.
Sakyamuni said “I never thought that I am leading
the whole group of Sangha, or all the Sangha mem-
bers depend on me. Sakyamuni Buddha told his
disciples to treasure his words, which is Dharma,
and Buddha was always talking from same point of
view as an ordinary Sangha member. This attitude
is exactly the same as Shinran Shonin who said
that;

“It appears that disputes have arisen among fol-
lowers of the sole practice of the nembutsu, who ar-
gue that “these are my disciples” or “those are
someone else’s disciples.”

s This is utterly senseless.

For myself, I do not have
even a single disciple.
For if I brought people to
say the nembutsu
through my own efforts,
% then they might be my
disciples. But it is indeed
& preposterous to call per-
sons “my disciples” when
they say the nembutsu
havmg received the work-
ing of Amida.”

(“Tannisho”-Chapter 6)

The eight spoke Dharma wheel

symbolizes the Noble Eightfold
Path

For forty-five years, the Buddha went about the
country preaching and persuading people to follow
his teaching. Sakyamuni Buddha’s final journey
was at Vaisali. On his way from Rajagriha to

2019 Nirvana Day Service ‘

H
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Shravasti, he became ill and predicted that after
three months he would enter Nirvana. Still he
journeyed on until he reached Pava where he fell
seriously ill from some food offered by Chunda, a
blacksmith. Eventu-
ally, in spite of great
pain and weakness,
he reached the forest §
that bordered Kushi- f
nagar.

Lying between two s
large sala trees, he
continued teaching =4
his disciples until &g
his final moment.
Thus he entered into
perfect  tranquility
after he had completed his work as the world’s
greatest teacher.

Sakyamuni Buddha passed away a long time ago,
but his teaching still lives in the hearts and minds
of all Buddhists, and it continues to spread all over
the world.

As a follower of Jodo Shinshu (the true essence of
the Pure Land teachings), we always express our
gratitude and respect to Sakyamuni Buddha to re-
mind us that we share his noble teachings, and
that we follow the way he laid down for us to walk.
Without Sakyamuni Buddha’s teaching, Buddhism
would not be here with us today. We have to deeply
appreciate His work, and spread His teachings.
Shinran Shonin said that Sakyamuni Buddha is
the manifestation of Amida Buddha on this earth.
In the Shoshinge, Shonin wrote as follows:

“The reason for Tathagata (Sakyamuni Bud-
dha)’s appearance in this world is solely to
preach the ocean-like Original Vow of Amida.
The ocean of multitudinous beings in the evil age
with five defilements should believe in the
Tathagata’s true words.”

Let us reflect upon Sakyamuni Buddha’s noble
teachings, paying our tribute and following the
way that he laid down for us.

Thank you Ms Tsuna Hisada and Nao for attend-
ing this service. Your presence made this com-
memorative day so special!

We all hope to see you again in near future.

In Gassho g
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
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Buddha entered pari- |
nirvana on the fifteenth |
day of February some
2500 years ago in Kushi-
nagar, in the mnorthern
part of India.

I would like to share Bud-
dha’s last moments by in-

' ) troducing the story from
We welcomed Ms Tsuna Hisada (left end), Executive Director of the Hansho- [ : ’
An / Tea House, Kyoto on Nirvana Day Service. Front row (-R) Ms Tsuna Hi- The TeaChlng of Buddha’.
sada, Ms Hiroko Okuyama, Rev Watanabe, Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne, and Miss « . . B
Nao Hisada. (10/02/19) My disciples, my end is

approacbjng, our parting

. In front of Shakyamuni Bud-
On 10 February, we held our annual Nir- 1s near, but do not lament. ha's statue of Nirvana.

vana Day service. On this special day, we Life is ever changing (2015 in Bangkok)

. : nothing can escape the
welcomed special guest, Ms Tsuna Hisada, . . .
Executive Director of the Hansho-An (tea house) cul- dissolution of the body. This I am now to show by

tural foundation in Kyoto, and her daughter, Miss my own deft‘b’ my body falling apart like a dilapi
. . T dated cart.
Nao Hisada who is studying in Melbourne, so her | . g
_ ‘My disciples, my last moment has come, but do
mother came to visit her daughter. Then, they came . .
. , not forget that death is only the end of the physi-
to see Ms Ayako Mitsui, Tsuna-san’s aunt on that
cal body. The body was born from parents and was
weekend and together they came to attend the . . L .
HBMA service nourished by food; just as inevitable are sickness

. . and death.”
We commemorated the passing of Sakyamuni Bud- « . e
dha, the founder of Buddhism on this occasion of our But the true Buddha is not a human body: - it is

. . Enlightenment. A human body must die, but the
Nirvana Day service. Wisdom of Enlightenment will exist forever in the
After chanting the sutra, we all offered incense. &

Then I shared a Dharma message about the last mo- (Continues on page 2)
SRR R TEET ments of Sakya- N —
muni Buddha. NIRVANA=;282 (Perfect Tranquillity)

At the moment of [l T;terally, Nirvana means, “to blow out.” This is the
his d.eath, Sakya' state where all human defilements and passions
muni was lying have been completely extinguished through certain
down between the ||l practices and meditation based upon Right Wisdom.
twin Sala (or Pip- |[| Those who had attained this state are called
pala) trees in Ku- Buddhas. Gautama Siddhartha had attained this

shinagar sur- state and became a Buddha at 35. However, it is
rounded by his ||| thought that it was only after he had passed away
disciples and that he reached such a state of perfect tranquillity,
many animals. because some residue of human defilement would

When Shakyamuni Buddha passed away, have continued to be present as long as his physical
all disciples and animals in the forest gath- .
body existed.

ered together and lamented.




